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Coachbuilt Silver Shadow 


Front Cover Photo: Soon after the Silver Shadow and Bentley T series were announced in late 1965, H. J. Mulliner, 
Park Ward introduced their elegant two-door Saloon and Drophead Coupé versions — the forerunners of the 
Corniche. This is New South Wales Branch member Joe Quattrocchi’s pretty 1967 example (CRH2133), 
photographed by the Editor outside the Brisbane home of a previous owner, Keith Brennan. 


*Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble — Royce, 1924. 
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we 


Roger Falkner 
Robert Kendall, 
or Paul Lukes, —— cos ee i dans oa 
York Motors, “RK. ; 
101 William St., 123 Campbell St., 
Brisbane. 


Sydney. 


(02) 331 3333 (07) 253 9444 


The following Rolls-Royce and Bentley Motor Cars are offered for sale: 


1982 SILVER SPIRIT (ASH04820), Cotswold 1975 ROLLS-ROYCE CORNICHE SALOON 
Beige over Walnut with Dark Brown Leather. (CRH18372), Caribbean Blue with Beige Leather. 
106,000 km. $140,000. 103,000 km. $95,000. 


1984 BENTLEY MULSANNE TURBO 
(BTH09274), Dark Oyster with Red Leather. 7,000 
miles. $225,000. 


ROYCE 
Sole distributors for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in N.S.W., Qld. and the A.C.T. 


If your Rolls-Royce or Bentley motor car is for sale, please contact York Motors or U.K. Motors. 
Licensed Dealer 428 
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From the Editor 


Superb Restorers 


In this issue we have an article by 
former Federal Chief Judge Jim 
Kelso in which he draws our 
attention to the work of what he 
considers to be the Club’s best 
restorers — Superb Restorers. 
Some of Jim’s observations appear 
to cut across the views expressed by 
Tom Clarke in PRAECLARUM 2-87, 
but it is an important function of a 
magazine such as ours to air all 
points of view. The subject of over- 
restoration, or over-finishing of 
components to the detriment of 
authenticity, was one of the issues 
raised by Tom. Many of us have 
come to regard our American 
cousins as perhaps the most fre- 
quent offenders in this area, but | 
feel that | should rise to their 
defence by pointing out that their 
RROC Inc Judging Rules and score 
sheet have probably the most 
stringent provisions against such 
practices to be found in any of the 
RR/B clubs throughtout the world. 
Our Club, on the other hand, 
appears not to have had any such 
provisions in its judging rules or 
guidelines, except perhaps in the 
case of the Vidler Shield for Age and 
Authenticity. While this may not 
necessarily have encouraged gaudy 
over-restoration it cannot have done 


“It’s not worth considering, George. 


anything to discourage it either. It 
is hoped that the views of Tom 
Clarke and Jim Kelso, and the 
foregoing, will stimulate some in- 
teresting Letters to Editor! 


Government Silver Wraiths 


A considerable number of mem- 
bers have written to add_ their 
protests to what appears to be a 
considerable body of opposition to 
the intended sale of the two 
Commonwealth Government Silver 
Wraith Cabriolets HLW47 and 
HLW49. Some of these letters 
appear among the Letters to Editor 
in this issue. The press has been full 
of speculation as to the price these 
two cars are likely to fetch — one 
article mentioning the rather far- 
fetched figure of one million dollars! 
While this figure would no doubt 
represent good news to the Silver 
Wraith owners in the Club, a much 
more authoritative estimate | have 
seen in print put their value at 
$60,000 each. 


Kangarong Phantoms 


While in Melbourne in May for the 
Victoria Branch Concours, your 
Editor — in the company of fellow 
A.C.T. Branch member Bryce 
Ronning and an old friend from the 
Vic. Branch, George Forbes — took 
the opportunity of accepting an 


invitation to visit John Altmann’s ze 


The stables are full of 
rubbish and an old car with ‘R-R’ on the front.” 


From the Editor... . 


magnificent property ‘Kangarong’ 
to see his Rolls-Royce car collec- 
tion. And what a collection! | had 
previously only seen his Phantom III 
(3DL154) and was anxious to see 
the others. Each of the three cars 
which John took to the Concours 
won in its Class (see coverage of the 
Concours in our next issue). 
In addition to these three winners 
John owns a Silver Shadow lH, 
which | am pleased to say recently 
took over from a Jaguar XJ6 as daily 
transport. 

In the humble Editorial view the 
most impressive of the Altmann cars 
is the aforementioned 3DL154. | was 
given the opportunity of driving this 
superb PIll on the Concours day — 
a most amazing experience! The 
power from the 7.3 litre V12 engine 
has to be experienced to be be- 
lieved, while its torque renders the 
gearbox all but superfluous. One 
tends to change gear more for the 
pleasure of using that lovely hot- 
knife-through-butter gearchange 
mechanism than in response to any 
real need to do so. Fast-moving 
modern Melbourne traffic is kept up 
with — and overtaken — with 
contemptuous ease. A spell in the 
luxurious rear compartment with 
Roger Thiedeman at the helm 
demonstratec the extreme smooth- 
ness and silence of this King of 
Rolls-Royce cars. All right, I'll admit 
it! This is all a dead give-away 
anyway — I’ve always been a very 
keen Phantom III fan! 

Even so, must take up John’s 
kind offer to drive his Pll one day! 


42G7 


Nigel Scott (S.A.) writes about 
his progressing restoration of his 
Burlington-bodied Twenty 42G7 
(see PRAECLARUM 2-886): 

“1 enclose a picture of 42G7 
showing the body stripped for repair 
of the woodwork. The mudguards 
have just been repaired by Mr. John 
Webb (pictured) who did his 
apprenticeship in the ’30s with the 
Adelaide body builders Lawtons and 
was involved in the construction of 
new bodies and rebodying Rolls- 
Royces there. 

The engine and running gear of 
the car have been repaired and it is 
hoped to have it running in Novem- 
ber of this year, in time for the 
1988 Bicentennial Rally.’ 


Northerly migration 


Like your Editor, Victorian Greg 
Johnston has recently moved into 
“The Premier State.’’ The Victoria 
Branch Newsletter carried the fol- 
lowing lament to express the 
Branch’s sorrow at his departure: 
“Greg Johnston, long time Victoria 
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Branch member and active sup- 
porter, Mk. VI Bentley owner 
extraordinaire and cricket match or- 
ganiser for many years departed 
recently for Sydney. Presumably 
our RROC (N.S.W.) friends will 
soon wish he had stayed in Mel- 
bourne.”” The photograph was 
taken by the Editor in, | think, 1969 
at the Isle of Wight Hotel on Phillip 
Island during a Victoria Branch 
two-day rally — a most enjoyable 
regular annual event in those days. 
Greg hasn’t changed much! 
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Rally Raffle 


Raffles are always a feature of 
Federal Rallies and there is no in- 
tention on the part of this year’s 
organising committee to depart 
from tradition in this respect! 

The photograph below shows the 
three prizes being offered for the 
Canberra Federal Rally raffle. At 
Top is the first prize, a presentation 
case containing five bottles of rare 
and valuable port, generously 
donated by A.C.T. Branch member 
Ross Casley. The Rolls-Royce mirror 
and the London-Edinburgh Silver 
Ghost print are second and third 
prizes respectively. Tickets have 
been sent to all Branches and are 
available from your Branch Sec- 
retary, So you are not disadvantaged 
if you are unable to attend the Rally. 
Do try to be there though — its go- 
ing to be a good one! 


Martin Bennett. 
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From the Federal President 


This report will be » somewhat 
abbreviated this issue as by the time 
you read this | expect to be in Eng- 
land attending the R.R.E.C. An- 
niversary ‘87 at Courteenhall. The 
R.R.E.C. has arranged this signifi- 
cant event to coincide with the 
80th Anniversary of the Silver Ghost 
and the 30th Anniversary of the 
formation of the Club, with its 
Annual Rally and Concours to be 
held on the weekend 20-21 June. 
| am also hoping to attend the 
Bentley Drivers Club Kensington 
Gardens display and the R.R.E.C. 
French Section Annual Paris to 
Cabourg Rally. 


|! hope to publish photographs 
of these events in the August 
PRAECLARUM but in the meantime 
there are just two items to which 
| will refer: 


Australian Government 
Silver Wraiths 


| understand that the Government 
is still determined on its tender for 
the sale of these vehicles, although 
| believe that many members have 
made known the general view that 
the cars should form part of the 
National Estate, and be placed on 
public exhibition in due course. 


At the very 


least, 
embargo should be 


an export 
invoked, to 
in this 


ensure that they remain 


country. 


Bowral Rally 


A more detailed report on this 
excellent rally will appear in the next 
issue, but suffice to say that due to 
the splendid organisation of Bob 
and Melva Tompkins, an enjoyable 
weekend was had by a large number 
of N.S.W. and A.C.T. Branch 
members, with some 70 vehicles 
attending. 


Keith Wherry. 


Around the Branches 


A.C.T. 


Wheels ‘87, 16th February, 1987 


Lack of space in the last issue 
prevented a report on this year’s 
Wheels Day from appearing. 
Suffice it is to say that we again 
turned out a creditable contingent 
of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, 
including two car-loads of our 
enthusiastic Wagga Wagga mem- 
bers. 

The annual Wheels Day is or- 
ganised by the Council of A.C.T. 
Car Clubs, of which our Branch of 
the RROC is an affiliate. We always 
use this day to judge the cars pre- 
sent — our nearest equivalent to 
the annual Concours of the larger 
Branches. Winners in each class 
receive a certificate and the overall 
winner receives the York Motors 
Trophy — presented for the first 
time this year. 


Martin Bennett. 


Right: Winner of the York Motors Trophy 
was John Effiott’s Silver Cloud iil 
(SDW571). This car is in superb condition 
and gets better each year. Both the Elliotts 
and the Rorrisons are from Wagga. 
Photos by the Editor. 


PB ee ee 


Above: Two fine early S. 


a eh i LES i a me GEL ie 
ilver Shadows, Geoff Parker’s SRH3060 (at left) an 


oe ere 


Bill 


Rorrison’s SRH4371, a lovely low-mileage car and winner in the Silver Shadow and 


Bentley T series Class. 


Around the Branches... 
Western Australia 


Annual 
Concours d'Elegance, 
Fremantle Art Centre, 15th April 


Sunny conditions and a perfect 
venue for our annual event was the 
order at Fremantle Art Centre Oval 
on Sunday, 5th April, 1987. A good 
attendance of members and visitors 
together with some 35 Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars was enjoyed 
by all. 

Our Social Secretary, Mrs. 
Shirley Hall worked hard indeed to 
organise a splendid luncheon in an 
adjacent marquee. The two-course 
gourmet repast was, for openers, 
approved of by Mr. L. Riches of 
restaurant fame. 

Our President, Mr. Con Keogh 
and his wife Val being away in the 
U.S.A. The position was taken by 
our Vice-President, Mr. Maurice 
Brockwell. 
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The results are as follows:- 


Concours d‘Elegance Overall Win- 
ner: 


Peter Briggs 1936 Bentley 4% litre 
replica drophead coupe. B126JD. 


Class Awards: 


Class 1 — Jeremy Greene 1921 Sil- 
ver Ghost tourer by Gunard. 65UE. 


Class 6 — Matt. Smith 1951 Silver 
Wraith Touring Limousine by James 
Young. WME18. 


Class 9— Peter Briggs 1936 Bentley 
4% litre replica drophead coupe. 
B126JD. 
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Class 10 — Barry Anderson 1952 
Bentley Mk. VI Saloon. B207NY. 


Class 11 — Gerard Bulkhardt 1958 
Bentley S1 Continental Saloon by 
James Young. BC25EL. 


Class 12 — Louis Riches 1963 Silver 
Cloud III Saloon. SCX317. 


Class 13 — B. Carter 1975 Silver 
Shadow Saloon. SRH21945. 


Age and Authenticity Trophy: 


Fred Robinson 1925 Silver Ghost 
Tourer. 40EU. 


Harry Thompson, 
Chief Judge. 


A Note on the New South Wales Branch Annual Commemoration 
Run 29th March, and Matters Arising therefrom 


| guess that someone will have 
written a fuller and more gram- 
matical account of the Annual Com- 
memoration Run than this offering 
of mine. (No! — Ed.) Apart from 
congratulating the organizers, 
Melva and Bob Tompkins for a very 
fine day, | will, with great effort, 
restrict myself to some observations 
which were initiated by two Rolls- 
Royce cars which appeared at the 
event. 

Over the years, the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia has 
included amongst its members, 
some superb restorers of Rolls- 
Royce motor vehicles. At great risk, 
| am going to name some of them 
and | would like to state at the 
outset that these are just the 
members whom | personally have 
admired for their work and the list is 
by no means exhaustive, complete 
or in any way totally representative 
of all of the superb restorers who are 
members of the Club. To those of 
this classification | have not named, 
| extend my sincere apologies in 
advance and you are perfectly 
entitled to regard me as a silly old 
half-wit of very little judgement and 
perception. 

Not all S.R.s (Superb Restorers) 
are ‘do it yourself’ experts. Many are 
but others have everything done for 
them and merely take overall direc- 
tion of the restoration. It is the 
quality of the finished restoration 
that establishes the rank of the 


— by Jim Kelso (N.S.W.) 


restorer whether by personal sweat 
and toil or by personal supervision. 
| guess the former deserve the 
greater accolade but Mozart was no 
carpenter and Henry Royce couldn't 
sing a note! (Is this historical fact, or 
a supposition, Jim?!! — Ed.) The 
point | am trying to make is that 
some of us do not have skills in 
every department! 

Now for my list of S.R.s. They are 
from all over Australia and they go 


back to the late ‘50s. 

* Don Busch (Vic.) — His master- 
piece was the Phantom Ill 
(3AZ56) now owned by John 
Hooke in N.S.W. It was the first 
absolutely complete restoration | 
ever saw. | ‘rode’ the restored 
chassis along the Boulevarde in 
Melbourne — its performance 
was breathtaking! Don was killed 
in Victoria flying a W.W.2 Mus- 
tang fighter that he had restored. 


John Hooke’s Phantom Iii (3AZ56) Thrupp and Maberly sedanca de ville. The chassis of 
this car was superbly restored by the late Don Busch in the mid ‘sixties. It was sub- 
sequently owned by the late Leighton West (Vic.) Before passing to John Hooke. The 
handsome coachwork was formerly black but is now silver. 
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Terry Bruce (Vic.) — Specialized 
in 20 h.p. restorations and enter- 
taining personal performances at 
Federal Rallies. 

David Jones (Vic.) — A Ghost 
specialist. An expert on the 
polishing of already polished sur- 
faces and a special ability to 
attend to the most minute detail. 
Don Shiel (Vic.) — An industry 
authority on plating, anodizing 
and other surface finishes and his 
Phantom | (11RC) restoration pro- 
vided many examples of his ex- 
pertise. Although some may have 
been critical of the ‘authenticity’ 
of his restoration technique it was 
nevertheless an outstanding ef- 
fort. 

Keith Brennan (Q’land) — His 
most outstanding restoration in 
my view was the Silver Cloud III 
by Mulliner, Park Ward now own- 
ed by Joe Quattrocchi who has 
further enhanced Keith’s original 
work. The complete restoration of 
R-R_ vehicles which are post 
W.W.2 requires a very special 
expertise and is more difficult 
than: most pre-W.W. 2 restor- 
ations. The view of this beauti- 
ful machine was taken at the 
Commemoration Run. 

Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.)— 
Apart from his appearance in 
motion pictures demonstrating his 
ability to wear a pith helmet with- 
out looking like someone who has 
inverted a baby’s bath on his 
head (PRAECLARUM 1-87) he is 
also an S.R. There are many fine 
examples of his restoration work 
both in Australia and overseas but 
the restoration | enjoyed most 
was a Bentley, Mark VI | think, 
with Vanden Plas style open four 
seater coachwork, nicely close 
coupled. (I think was a 1934 3% 
litre, B35BN. — Ed. ) It wasa very 
‘creative’ effort and in appearance 
and finish it was outstanding. 
More importantly in my view it 
was a great car to drive and | un- 
derstand that on at least one 
occasion its velocity attracted the 
attention of the Constabulary! 
Charles Wright (S.A.) — In my 
view, one of the outstanding 
S.R.s — an artisan, with a perfect 
sense of what is just right — not 
overdone, not underdone. | re- 
member his Phantom III restor- 
ation in the late ‘60s and his re- 
toration of the Angas SG (1524) 
in the early 80s. Charles had the 
ability to maintain the patina of a 
vehicle right through a restor- 
ation, a very rare skill indeed, i.e., 
after the restoration, his vehicles 
did not look to me as though they 
had just been restored, which ipse 
dixit, is a highly desirable ob- 
jective. 

Eric Rainsford (S.A.) — | never 
really established Eric’s sweat 
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and toil contribution to his many 
splendid restorations but the qual- 
ity of the early SG restorations 
has not been surpassed in 
Australia and has been recognis- 
ed overseas. 

Matt Smith (W.A.) — Another 
post W.W.2 restoration expert. 
Who will forget the superb restor- 
ation that he had carried out on 
his Silver Wraith (WME18) which 
was first presented at the 1985 
Federal Rally in Perth? 

Angelo Notaras (N.S.W.) — Very 
much a do it yourself operator 
whose personal expertise shows 
through in all of his restorations. 
His 20/25 (GDX11) which | photo- 
graphed at the Commemoration 


< 


Silver Cloud Ill, SGT585C, the famous red Mulliner, Park 


Run bears testimony to this. | un- 
derstand that another restoration 
is under way which may even 
surpass this vehicle. 

Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.) — His 
restoration of the fabric bodied 
Phantom | {96AL) was difficult to 
fault and even after it was origin- 
ally presented it got better every 
time | saw it. This process of con- 
tinual refinement could well be 
applied to many restored vehicles 
in the Club. Like Angelo Notaras, 
| understand that Malcolm also 
has another restoration in the 
pipeline. 


Well, that is my list. To all of my 


erstwhile friends in the Club who are<«# 


Ward two-door saloon, appears 


to be the subject of a tug-of-war between New South Wales and Queensland. It was 
originally imported by Keith Wherry then passed to Keith Brennan in Queensland who 
carried out the amazingly fine restoration that has attracted so much admiring attention. 
it then went back to New South Wales into the care of Joe Quattrocchi and has now 
returned to Queensland. This photograph was taken by Jim Kelso on the 1987 
N.S.W. Branch Commemoration Run. 


Ye * 


Above: 1933 20/25 (GDX11) H. J. Mulliner sports saloon, owned and restored by 
Angelo Notaras, photographed by Jim Kelso at the start of the 1987 Commemoration 
Run. Below: Don Shiel’s Phantom | chassis (11RC) when first restored, seen at the 1967 
Federal Concours at Albury. Photo by Fred Engish (Vic.). 


not included in the list above, | re- 
peat my apologies. In the original 
draft of this article, | did list at least 
twenty other names who | thought 
had carried out significant restor- 
ations but your Editor chastised me 
severely on this point suggesting 
that the inclusion of these names 
would merely get me into more hot 
water as they would see themselves 
and be regarded by others as 
members of “the second eleven” 
— i.e. not good enough to be 
included in ‘‘the first eleven.’ After 
some thought, | realized his argu- 
ment had considerable merit and 
after all, | am reasonably certain that 
anyone not on the list would say 
‘who cares what he thinks any- 
way’’! | should say however, that for 
self preservation | have deliberately 
excluded anyone who might be 
regarded as professional or ‘‘in the 
trade’’ — | don’t want to be refused 
when | front up for advice or pro- 
fessional assistance on my restor- 
ation! 


Finally, you ask why single out 
restorers and heap praise on them? 
In reply | would refer you to the 
objectives of the Rolls-Royce move- 
ment as enunciated in the Constitu- 
tion of the Club: 


5(b) To encourage the ownership 
and good keeping and restor- 
ation of cars built by. . . Rolls- 
Royce Limited... 

To adopt and sponsor the 
ideas and ideals of the fate 
Sir F. Henry Royce... 


As | have said previously, | believe 
that the restorers are the life 
blood of our movement. , 
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The late Thora Judge using her parasol to shelter N.S.W. Branch President 
Bruce Ross from the sun. Bruce appeared in full regalia for the occasion, 
complete with sporan and dirk. Thora passed away some weeks after this 
photograph was taken and she will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 
Kelso pic. 
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Garry Scully of the 
ABC leading prayers 
for a trouble-free per- 
formance from 1910 
Silver Ghost 1492 
(background). 

The congegation 
consists of Prof. 
Barry Gillings (own- 
er) and an ABC 
technician. Unfor- 
tunately, their pray- 
ers went unanswered 
as 1492 ‘failed to pro- 
ceed’ beyond the 
barracks gate. Merci- 
fully, it was only a 
petrol stoppage — 
someone had for- 
gotten to turn the 
tap on! Kelso pic. 
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More j 
Commemoration 
Run 
photos... 


wy Tee : S Bo 2 Stes oo oe 
Jack and Merry! Godfrey were judged to be best and most appropriately dressed in the 
period of their car, 1926 20 h.p. Diskon and Molyneux roadster (GUK21). Photo by Editor. 


Not often seen nowadays, the late George Green’s replica A very handsome and characteristically Barker barrel- 
of the C. S. Rolls balooning car, on this occasion driven by sided tourer on 1923 20 h.p. chassis No. 59S7, owned by 
Keith and Peta Edwards. Chassis No. 1730. Kelso pic. Hugh Hodgkinson.Photo by Editor. 
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Granville Holmes. drove Charles Lloyd-Jones’ R-type As well as showing off the latest fuel-injected Silver Spirit, 
Shooting Brake. The timber-panelled conversion of a stan- York Motors brought along this fine 1971 Corniche con- 
dard saloon body was carried out by George Williams. vertible, DRH10884. Kelso pic. 

Photo by Editor. 


Don Crone is very proud of his cars and knows how to.enjoy them. He is seen here at the 
wheel of 82K9, his lovingly restored 1923 20 h.p. Martin and King coupé. Photo by Editor. 


JUNE 29, 1929 


Eye-Witnessing, 
the British Car 


Factories 


Crankehafts and fiywheela being assembled prior ta 


baiancing. 


Motor 


Mie aided , ie i ee | 


fo Oe 


Portion of chassis erecting bay, showing chassis in various stages of completion. 


CPainstakin’, eMethods of Rolls-Royce 


“¢ HE world’s bese car”— 
such is the claim which, 
for many a long year, has 
been made in regard to 
Rolls-Royce. 

Without considering any of the 
controversial aspects of the question 
which may conceivably be raised by 
others constructing cars of the high- 
est grades, it is at least interesting to 
investigate what are the qualities and 
achievements which have led to the 
name of this car being absorbed into 
the English vocabulary as a synonym 
of perfection of workmanship. Both 
in conversation and in print one sees 
the term “Rolls-Royce” applied to all 
kinds of articles, from yachts to 
vacuum cleaners, and one may be 
very certain that, when manufactur- 
ing interests entirely removed from 
the Rolls-Royce factory borrow the 
name for purposes of their own pub- 
licity, they must be cruly sure that 
it will convey to the mind of the 
public an idea of excellence and re- 
nowned worth. 

In all matters connected with the 
activities of Rolls-Royce, there has 
ever been a noteworthy absence of 
the spectacular. Thus, cars are not 
“starred” in hair-raising tests and 
record-breaking stunts. The very 
factory itself suggests rather the 
workrooms of master craftsmen than 


By the Editor 


the hurly-burly and high-speed eff- 
ciency and bustle of the ultra-mod- 
ern manufacturing concern, where 
output is weighed against time and 
production costs. Needless to add, 
the most up-to-date machinery and 
plans of manufacture are conspicuous 
at the Rolls-Royce factory; but for 
all that, the place is different from 
its fellows in that, throughout, there 
is that personal touch and meticulous 
supervision which, of course, apart 
from the cost of the material: used, 
not only accounts for the quality of 
tle cars produced, but also for the 
high prices which reasonably enough 
are demanded. 


I was fortunately privileged to 
make a tour of inspection of the 
whole factory, with the exception of 
one “hush-hush” section where con- 
fidential Government tests with aero 
engines were being conducted. While, 
primarily, the present article is de- 
signed to describe the production of 
the two famous models of car which 
are turned out by the factory, I must, 
in passing, make reference to the im- 
portant part which the manufacture 
of aeroplane engines play in the pro- 
gramme of this Company. It will 
be recalled, of course, that many of 
the world’s most famous flights have 
been achieved with engines of this 


make, while, during the war years, 
Rolls-Royce aero engines were sought 
after by all the Allies, and the fac- 
tory contributed in no small measure 
to the keeping of the Allied forces 
in the air. To-day, production of 
aero engines is proceeding apace, 
while, in conjunction with Govern- 
Ment experts, there is persistent re- 
search and experiment to achieve still 
further successes in perfection of 
workmanship. 


A Glimpse of the Factory. 


As I remarked above, about the 
Rylls-Royce factory there is nothing 
spectacular, while its very position 
and rather drab surroundings on the 
outskirts of Derby give little indica- 
tion of the important activities which 
are going on within. To begin with, 
of course, it is a factory of limited 
output and remains quite uninflu- 
enced by the pros and cons of mass 
production, flow production and those 
other factors which become of com- 
petitive importance amongst manu- 
facturers of cars designed for the 
multitude. The Rolls-Royce was 
never intended to be a poor man’s 
car, nor has any petty economy in 
production costs ever caused the 
least departure from those old prin- 
ciples on which the first Rolls-Royce 
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model was constructed—the best 
materials must go into it regardless 
of cost, the most skilled craftsmen 
must always be employed, and no- 
thing that careful testing and check- 
ing can achieve shall be left undone. 
For these reasons I cannot relate a 
tale of vast cylinder-block machines, 
enormous body shops and a steady 
turning out of so many cars per hour 
or per day from a continuously mov- 
ing assembly chain. On the con- 
trary, one of my most ‘vivid recol- 
lections is that of a group of four 
experts with various precision instru- 
ments checking with most painstak- 
ing care every rivet, bolt and welded 
joint of a bare chassis frame. Then, 
too, in the steering gear department 
one finds how it is that these cars 
have so silky and smooth a steering 
touch and why, when proper lubri- 
cation is attended to, the life of the 
steering gear is indefinitely long. 

Here I saw each steering nut care- 
fully mated to the steering worm 
with which it was to be assembled 
by a prolonged process with special 
apparatus, whereby the nut and 
worm are constantly run up and 
down one another, while a special 
lubricating and cooling fluid trickles 
over them. 


The Extermination of Chassis Noises. 


Yet another sidelight. We are now 
in the large hall where finished chas- 
sis are brought for road tests, after 
engine, gearbox, rear axle and _ all 
other parts have, during: the processes 
of manufacture, been subjected to 
the most gruelling and thorough of 
bench tests and trials. One would 
imagine that now, all that remains is 
to make a general inspection for 
tightness of parts and then to hand 
the car over to the body-builder; but 
that is not the Rolls-Royce way. On 
the contrary, every chassis is given a 
prolonged trial under normal road 
conditions over everyday roads. To 
the chassis is affixed a specially con- 
structed closed body, wherein the in- 
specting mechanic can recline and, 
applying the same methods as the 
doctor does with his stethoscope, can 
track down the slightest symptoms 
of noise in the transmission. 

In these days of closed cars such a 
precaution is naturally essential if 
perfect quietness of running is to be 
secured, {It is a boast of the factory 
that the closed models of Rolls-Royce 
are as noiseless and free from drum- 
ming and transmission sounds as 
human ingenuity can make them. 

For instance, although the gears on 
the crown wheel and pinion have 
been “run in” and mated with the 
Greatest care, there may be some 


slight lack of adjustment. This the 
skilled mechanic, thanks to the spe- 
cial type of body used on these tests, 
can detect and “‘scotch.” 


For a long time the factory con- 
centrated its attentions upon th: 
production of one car model alone, 
but of late years, in keeping with 
the trend of taste and vogue amongst 
buyers, a small version of the origi- 
nal Rolls-Royce has been put on th: 
market. It must be explained, how- 
ever, that changes of model at regu- 
lar periods are entirely foreign to the 
factory’s policy, the basis of which is 
to produce a car which the individual 
can keep and use indefinitely. 


Of course, should it be desired, a 
new style of body may be fitted from 
time to time, but, as far as the chas- 
sis and working parts are concerned, 
longevity is the keynote of Rolls- 
Royce. These comments, however, 
must not induce che belief that there 
is the least backwardness or delay in 
incorporating in the types produced 
any new improvements or modifica- 
tions of design which, after due and 
prolonged test, have been shown to 
enhance efficiency. In order better 
to illustrate this happy blending of 
the continued production of a stan- 
dard type wherein, however, from 
time to time new features are incor- 
porated, we must recapitulate briefly 
the history of the firm. 


It is twenty-one years since Mr. 
F. H. Royce produced his first car, 
which was a two-cylinder type of 
ten horse-power. From it, moving 
with the times, were developed, three, 
four and six-cylinder chassis of 15, 
20 and 30 horse-power respectively. 
The annals of motoring record that 
in its turn each of the types was ac- 
claimed as verging on mechanical per- 
fection. 1907 is a red-letter year in 
the story of the Company, since it 
marked the introduction of the re- 
nowned six-cylinder “Silver Ghost” 
model, whose merits were such that 
the factory was hard pur to it to 
cope with the demand. Little by 
litele, both before and after the war, 
detailed improvements were brought 
into the “Silver Ghost,” which, until 
the coming of the appropriately 
named “New Phantom,” held its 
place unchallenged. After the war 
was over, Mr. Royce (who, amongst 
other things, is engineer-in-chief of 
the Company) and his experts set out 
to evolve a new type, which was an- 
nounced to the public in England in 
the middle of 1925. This model was 
the direct outcome of the improve- 
ment in motoring conditions which 
followed after the war, including 
road betterment and other factors 
which permitted higher normal tour- 
ing speeds and other advantages. 
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Thus we see that seven years were 
devoted to experiment before the 
“New Phantom” chassis made its ap- 
pearance. Comparing some of the 
technical attributes of the previous 
and the present models, one finds that 
the peak revolutions of the ‘Silver 
Ghost” were 2,250 per minute. As 
against this, the ‘New Phantom” at 
this rate of revolution delivers 33 per 
cent. more power than the former 
engine, thanks to improvements in 
the design of the cylinder-head and 
ether technical merits. Moreover, the 
new engine has a peak speed of 2,750 
r.p.m., while its cubic capacity is 
smaller than chat of the “Silver 
Ghost.” 

While the present article does not 
purport to be in any sense a technical 
review of the Rolls-Royce chassis, w2 
mention the foregoing facts as indi- 
cation that a so-called conservative 
policy of manufacture does not pre- 
vent a world-renowned factory from 
keeping its models more than abreast 
of the times. Similarly, the 20 horse- 
power Rolls-Royce was an inevitable 
post - war development engendered 
partly, no doubt, by the great swing 
in Great Britam toward, smaller 
Capacity engines on account of the 
incidence of the Treasury Tax. The 
model under notice, although a 
smaller version of its ‘“Phantom” 
brother, is designed and constructed 
along precisely the same lines, and 
while the price is lower and the car 
smaller, the factory gives a very posi- 
tive assurance that intrinsically 
quality and workmanship are iden- 
tical. And now a word as to th: 
men who have made the name of 
Rolls-Royce famous everywhere. 

The Honorable C. S. Rolls was one 
of the genuine pioneers of Motor- 
dom, and began his adventures in 
that field by risking his neck on 
many a crazy motor tricycle. Later 
on, he also took part in numerous 
car tests and, apart from his activi- 
ties with the company which bears 
his name, strove in every way to push 
forward the cause of motoring. Mr. 
Rolls, unfortunately, was some years 
ago the victim of an aeroplane acci- 
dent which caused his death. _ His col- 
league, Mr. F. Henry Royce, who was 
born in Peterborough in 1863, had, 
by reason of a combination of adverse 
circumstances, more or less to fight 
for his own education. Despite the 
handicaps with which, as a young 
man, he was faced, he has not only 
achieved fame in regard to technical 
ability, but has also become promi- 
nent as one of the leaders of a most 
renowned factory. During the war, 
he worked tirelessly on the construc- 
tion of aero engines, and, as we have 
remarked above, still to-day occupies 
the position of engineer-in-chief. 


Technical Section 


This article was written con- 
cerning experiences with Silver 
Cloud Series |, but is applicable in 
large measure to earlier and later 
cars. 


Some of the solutions to pro- 
blems suggested herein are not 
authorised by the Company and are 
strictly the opinions of the author. 


From new, S1 Silver Clouds were 
not noted for particular smooth 
front suspensions; they were, how- 
ever, noted for the amount of road 
shock transmitted up through the 
steering to the steering wheel. Most 
of these cars which are still in use 
will have deteriorated significantly. 
Careful attention to detail will return 
them to a condition at least as good 
as new, and a few simple modific- 
ations will actually improve upon 
the original design. 


Tyres 


If you are using the recom- 
mended Avon RR/B cross-ply tyres, 
you have to learn to live with the 
fact that it takes several miles of 
driving for the flat spots to come out 
of the tyres, and another two or 
three miles for the casings to flex 
properly, every time you use the car. 

The factory does not recommend 
fitting radial ply tyres, although they 
do not say why. | think that | have 
tried almost every tyre on the 
market, which can be fitted to a 
Silver Cloud, and | have no hesita- 
tion in saying that the best com- 
promise is offered by the Dunlop 
SP68 205 x 15.* This is an early de- 
sign of radial tyre, developed, | 
understand, for the Daimler 
limousine. Its significant feature is 
that it has cords made of rayon! | 
don't think that you will ever be 
happy with a Silver Cloud on any 
tyre, cross-ply or radial, which has 
nylon cords. | have tried later design 
radial tyres, which are not satisfac- 
tory. The advantage of these parti- 
cular tyres is that they have quite a 
soft wall, and they give easily the 
best ride, the least steering 
vibration, and curiously (since radial 
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Silver Cloud 1/S1 Front Suspension 
and Steering 


by Marsden B. Robinson, New Zealand. 


tyres are normally noisy) they are 
the quietest tyres that | have ever 
driven on; they don’t ‘‘flat spot’’ or 
“tram line."’ You will probably find 
that you can't run them at over 22 
psi, in the front, which is a very low 
pressure for a radial tyre and you will 
find that the rate of wear is quite 
high, although no higher than an 
Avon RR/B on the same pressure. 
For a fast long trip, | prefer to 
increase the front pressure to at 
least 26 psi cold. You can run the 
rear tyres at 30 psi cold, which will 
make your consulting tyre expert 
much happier. 


Vibration at about 35 m.p.h. and 
70 m.p.h. means your wheels are 
out of balance. Stand over the 
wheel balancer, so that the operator 
knows that you are very fussy, and 
make him use the ‘’Fine Tune” sett- 
ing. When he is satisfied that a 
wheel is balanced, make him turn 
the wheel about '% of a turn in re- 
lation to the spindle on the balancer, 
and run it up again. If the balancer 
says it is now out of balance, the 
machine is faulty, and the wheel is 
not balanced. Don’t pay; find 
another balancer and go through 
the above again. 


lf the vibration persists, you will 
have to get the wheels balanced on 
the car. Because residual line pres- 
sure is maintained in the front 
brakes, you will need to let the 
pressure off by opening the two 
brake bleed nipples on each back- 
plate about one turn, then close 
again. This should allow the wheels 
to spin freely. Open the driver's door 
fully, and watch the outside edge, 
keeping one hand on the steering 
wheel, while the balancing is being 
done — any vibration at either place 
means the wheels aren’t balanced. 


Tyre pressures are important, 
particularly at the front. If you are 
using cross-plys, the correct pres- 
sure for cars with manual steering 
is 19 psi, and for cars with power 
steering, 21 psi. These pressures 
must be set when the tyres are cold. 
They will increase up to 5 psi after 
the car has covered several miles on 
a hot day. 


*Radial ply tyres of the 205 x 15 size 
actually give a significantly smaller 
tyre profile than the “‘correct’’ 8.20 x 
15 cross-ply size. A considerably 
larger size, 235 x 15, is called for if 
radials are fitted. — Ed. 


Body mounts 

Deterioration of the rubber 
mounts between the body and the 
chassis particularly the front 
mounts, at the back of the whee! 
arches, will allow road vibrations to 
be transmitted to the body. The cost 
of new rubbers is trivial. Replacing 
them isn’t too difficult. They must 
be adjusted so that they carry the 
weight of the body. 

Dampers 

Let me begin with a categorical 
statement: ‘‘The dampers on your 
car are not doing an adequate job.” 
In fact, | have come to the 
conclusion that even when the cars 
were new, the Rolls-Royce dampers 
fitted were not as good as modern 
telescopic dampers. You can re- 
move your existing dampers and get 
then reconditioned, but | believe this 
is a waste of time and money. | had 
my dampers rebuilt twice by ‘‘ex- 
perts’”’ who informed me that they 
were in first-class condition. They 
weren't. Even the factory cannot 
supply test specifications, and | do 
not believe that there is any test 
equipment capable of checking 
them correctly. After they have 
been fitted, it is necessary to have 
the entire front alignment reset, 
which isn’t cheap. 

There is a much simpler solution 
which provides better damping than 
the cars had when new, and that is 
(may Sir Henry, and the Hon. 
Charles not rotate in their graves) to 
fit a pair of Koni 80/1667 dampers. 
You will need to make a pair of each 
of the brackets shown below, and 
then these and the dampers can be 
fitted in half an hour. 

The triangular piece bolts on top 
of the back edge of the lower 
wishbones, while the Z-shaped 
piece bolts under the nut on the top 
of the existing Rolls-Royce damper, 
and faces toward the rear of the car. 
After fitting the dampers, wind the 
steering wheel slowly from lock to 
lock, to make sure that the brackets 
do not foul on the steering arms. 

These dampers are adjustable: 
try them on the standard setting, 
and then experiment by making 
them harder or softer. Any tendency 
of the car to wallow means they are 
too soft, but harsh riding and 
vibration can be caused by having 
them either too hard or too soft. 

You will need to disable the exist- 
ing dampers by removing the main 
valves. These are under hexagonal 
caps at the inner ends of the 
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dampers. You will need a 1.1/8” 
socket and a good long bar, as the 
caps will probably be very tight. 
Borrow a %”’ drive socket and lever 
from a garage that services trucks. 
Under the caps you will find a 
spring, and then the valve itself. 
You will need a mirror and a pair of 
long nosed pliers to grip the small 
stud in the centre of the valve, in 
order to withdraw it. Continue to 
top up the dampers with oil at the 
recommended servicing, as_ they 
must continue to be lubricated. 

Also remove the slow leak valves. 
Take off the oval plates from the 
dampers, and the caps opposite 
them underneath. Poke a piece of 
wire down the holes, and the valves 
(%" rods with a groove around the 
middle) will fall out the bottom. 
Replace all four caps. 


Springs 


Almost certainly the front springs 
will have sagged, and won't be 
working properly. There is a simple 
and low-cost solution, which is to 
remove the front springs and fit 
neoprene rings at the extreme end 
of the top and bottom coils. These 
rings (made in Holland) are obtain- 
able from most suspension special- 
ists. When springs get tired, they 
tend to work mostly at the ends, 
and these rings stiffen the ends of 
the springs, transferring the work to 
the middle coils. 

You will need a good strong 
spring compressor to remove the 
front springs, and it is necessary to 
wedge the top coil open to get the 
top rings as near as possible to the 
ends. You probably won't be able to 
get them all the way, but this does 
not seem to matter. While the 
springs are off, having removed the 
main valves from the Rolls-Royce 
dampers, disconnect the Koni dam- 
pers, and then raise and lower each 
front hub, to see if the suspension 
feels stiff. 


Suspension 


If the suspension feels stiff, 
possibly the thread bearings in the 
A-frames have seized. There are 
two at each end of the bottom 
A-frame, and two more at the outer 
of the top A-frames. If they are stiff, 
they must be attended to im- 
mediately; | have heard of cases of 
seized inner bottom A-frame thread- 
ed bearings actually causing the 
chassis to peel apart. These bear- 
ings must be lubricated regularly, 
much more often than the main- 
tenance schedule suggests. If you 
have the “‘one shot” oil lubrication 
system, give the pedal five pumps 
every two hundred miles, without 
fail; do this just after leaving home, 
so that the surplus oil is deposited 
on someone else’s driveway. 
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Any shortcomings in these ‘‘blueprints”’ 
are explained by the fact that they were 
drawn by a Chartered Accountant. Alright 
then, let’s see YOU draw up a balance 
sheet! 


If the thread bearings are worn, 
ride and steering will deteriorate. 
They can be replaced, but the cost 
is enormous. A much cheaper 
solution is to build up the male 
portions of the threads with work- 
hardening bearing bronze. This is a 
job for a skilled engineer, as each 
piece has to be set up on a lathe so 
that the start of the existing thread 
can be picked up: the piece is then 
removed and the bronze applied, 
and it is then returned to the lathe 
so that the original thread can be 
re-cut. The cap for each bearing 
must be hand fitted, so that it is 
not too tight, but has no play. 


If the king-pins (Rolls-Royce call 
them ‘swivel pins’) and bearings 
are worn, you must attend to them. 
The needles of the lower bearings 
run on the king-pin themselves, and 
you may find the king-pins are rusty, 
and have been damaged by 
hammering of the needles. New 
bearings and king-pins are very 
expensive. It is much cheaper, and 
just as satisfactory, to clean up the 
lower bearing faces, and fit bronze 
bushes. 


While working on the car, fit 
conventional grease nipples to the 
top and the bottom of the king-pins, 


and in the middle, and grease them 
regularly. 
Steering Damper 

A very effective modification, 
which is easily made, is to fit a 
steering damper off a — dare | 
mention the name? — Mercedes 
Benz. The accompanying sketch 
shows where it is mounted. It is 
necessary to make a simple U-shap- 
ed bracket to go around the steering 
arm, but note that the bolt through 
it, which passes through the end of 
the steering damper, must be as 
long as possible, to raise the end of 
the damper as high as possible with- 
out actually touching the sump. The 
other end of the damper is bolted to 
a simple bracket which in turn is 
bolted to the chassis. It is vita/ly im- 
portant to check that the damper 
does not foul any of the steering 
rods, by watching carefully while an 
assistant winds the steering wheel 
back and forth from one lock to the 
other, with no weight on the front 
wheels, again with the car resting 
on the front wheels, and again two 
or three assistants standing on the 
front bumper. If the free end of the 
damper just clears the sump, and 
the fixed end is mounted up against 
the underneath face of the chassis, 
there should be no problem. 


Technical Section . 


Conclusion 


If the above have been carefully 
attended to, you should now be 
under the impression that you are 
driving a new car. If vibration and 
road shock through the steering 
wheel persist, then all the joints and 
bearings in the steering arm assem- 
blies must be checked, and worn 
ones replaced. The cost of the new 
parts will be found to be a useful 
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spur towards future regular main- 
tenance. If steering vibration still 
persists, you have no option but to 
dismantle the steering box and set it 
up again, eliminating all play, as set 
out in the Workshop Manual. 


The above have made a dramatic 
improvement in my own car; if any 
reader has any further suggestions, | 
would be delighted to hear from 
him. ~ 


Car — 2 


This photograph was taken by the Editor around 1965 in Melbourne. It shows a 20 h.p. 
bearing Victorian enamel number plates with the number 90. 739. While it is assumed that 
most of the tinware in the photograph will have long since met its demise, it would be 


equally reasonable to assume that the twenty is still Twenty is still around. Any clues? 
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Ghost exports 


As a member of the R.R.O.C. 
Victoria Branch Iread with interest 
in recent issues of PRAECLARUM 
the observations concerning export 
from Australia of early Silver 
Ghosts. 

| sympathise with the Club’s 
views on this rather one way traffic 
and as | personally have been par- 
tially responsible for this state of 
affairs | thought | would write and 
put my own side of the story on 
record for what its worth. 

On the black side | have been 
responsible for the export of 1910 
chassis 1230, 1912 chassis 1826E 
(the Mystery) and 1913 chassis 2519 
L to E. There, Full Confession!! 

However to be fair chassis 1230 
languished in a ‘restoration shop’ in 
Australia for at least 12 years to my 
knowledge. It is now restored and in 
fairly nice running order with a 
rather good reproduction of the 
“Silver Phantom’’ coachwork 
mounted on it. Then, 1826E. | 
offered to restore this important car 
for the then owner around 1980. 
Response? No reply. 

2519 was my only chance of 
owning a really good L to E. So, 
yes, guilty as found. 

In return | restored David Jones’ 
2617 and David Turner’s pretty 
20 h.p. and I’ve helped a few others 
with odds and ends. 

Please, don’t blackball me from 
the Club. Buy ‘em back instead of 
spending your well earned money 
on Camargues, even if they have 
got silver perfume bottles and free 
note paper — and we all know what 
we can do with that!! 


Jonathan Harley, 
United Kingdom. 


The comments in PRAECLARUM 
—and |’m sure | speak for the 
Federal President as well as for 
myself — were in no way intended 
to opportion blame for the sad 
situation that exists, but merely to 
lament the fact. Urging us to ‘‘buy 
‘em back” is all very well, but the 
exchange rates and sales tax situa- 
tions here combine to mitigate 
against that to a formidable degree. 
Obviously, the question of black- 
balling does not arise! — Ed. 
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Government fleet 


| am appalled at the stated policy 
of the Commonwealth Government 
of selling off its fleet of Rolls-Royce 
Cars. 


The dignity and beauty of these 
magnificent vehicles are unique for 
Royal, Vice-Regal and other cere- 
moniai events. They are appropriate 
to our British heritage and con- 
tribute much to the splendour of 
traditional and processional 
occasions so much loved by 
camera-clicking foreign tourists 
whose countries, in most cases, 
lack traditions such as ours. 


| see the Government's attitude as 
being one of petty rationalism, 
inverted snobbery, the spirit of 
pseudo-egalitarianism, bloody- 
minded ignorance and a chance to 
offset the national debt (some- 
what!) by the sale of these priceless 
mobile works of art. 


The present generation of low- 
slung ‘“‘stretch limos,’’ which are 
under consideration as_ replace- 
ments, are vulgar-looking things 
(befitting a banana republic §per- 
haps!) which could not possibly give 
the watching public the view of the 
occupants that the tall (by com- 
parison) and stately Rolls-Royces 
do, or provide the same ease of 
access and comfort. 


Far from being “long in the 
tooth’ and having ‘‘outlived their 
usefulness,’’ as Government 
spokesmen have claimed, the Com- 
monwealth’s Silver Wraiths, Silver 
Clouds and Phantoms were hand- 
made to last for generations and are 
in superb condition. 


Personally | think HLW47 and 
HLW49 are odds-on to go overseas 
and I’m sure they'll fetch a high 
price. | note that the Department 
of Everything-under-the-Sun terms 
the cars as ‘‘Tourers’’ — showing 
their ignorance of correct coach- 
work nomenclature. The old Dept. 
of Supply always referred to them 
correctly as ‘’Cabriolets.” 

John Bull, 
S.A. Branch. 


Mystery Ghost 


Regarding the photo of Silver 
Ghost page 1260: | have had to rely 
on the memory of our esteemed 
member Bert Ward for the early 
history of the car, even though | 
have owned it three times in trading. 

The first owner, Mr. Bill Arnott of 
Wahroonga, had the car delivered 
to him on 11/7/25 with a Jackson 
Jones & Collins tourer body, and 
when he moved from Wahroonga to 
the country he had the coupe body 
put on in Sydney. Bert does not 
know the year but he and his partner 
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Alf Appleby delivered it to a chemist 
in Yass. The next owner was a 
dentist in Brisbane a Mr. Scott and 
then to Mr. Paul Abt from whom | 
traded it in on the late Jack Dance’s 
25/30 h.p. | sold it to a Mr. Wilshire 
of Castle Hill and traded it back on a 
1951 Bentley and then sold it to a 
Mr. Hinchcliffe of Silverton near 
Broken Hill. Mr. Hinchcliffe ran into 
a very bad gale going home with 
trees across the road and floods and 
he sent me a very nice _ letter 
mentioning that the only trouble he 
had going home was helping broken 
down travellers. After Mr. Hinch- 
cliffe passed away his wife phoned 
me to say that she had sold the car 
to a Mr. Johnson in South Austra- 
lia. Chassis No. 113EU. 


George Sevenoaks, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Government Silver Wraiths 


| think it is a great pity that the 
two Government Rolls-Royce Silver 
Wraith motor vehicles are to be sold 
to the highest bidders, (with an 
overseas buyer a distinct pos- 
sibility). 

Surely one or both should be in 
the Transport Museum of Australia 
for future generations of Australians 
to view. 

In my opinion a concerted club 
campaign should be directed at the 
Federal Government to hold these 
cars for posterity in this country. 


Bryan Inder, 
N.S.W. Branch. 


Chauffeur’s Certificate 


From a lady in Queanbeyan 
N.S.W. comes this copy of her 
father’s Rolls-Royce certificate giv- 
ing testimony to his care of two 
Rolls-Royce cars which did 109,592 
miles in 6% years! \In those days, 
in the U.K.!! 

In the original the R-R badge and 
the top centre motif are both in red, 
all else black. 


Could perhaps be of interest 
in PRAECLARUM. 
lan Irwin, 
A.C.T. Branch. 


This certificate is reproduced full 
size on the following page. — Ed. 


Mystery Ghost — more 


On page 1260 of PRAECLARUM 
(February 1987) appears a photo- 
graph of a not unattractive 1924 
Silver Ghost Coupe, and the ques- 
tion is asked as to where it is now. 
| am able to tell you that the car still 
remains in Australia, but in much 
sorrier condition. The car is 113EU 
and was very substantially damaged 
in the Ash Wednesday bushfires in 
South Australia in 1985. The car has 
been acquired by R. A. McDermott 
& Co. of South Melbourne and will 
be fully restored in due course. 

David Ekberg, 
Vic. Branch. 

Thank you David. Shortly after 
going to press with 1-87 | came 
across another photograph of the 
same car with ‘'113EU” written on 
the back. | don’t know who took the 
a or where, but here it is. — 
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ERTIFICATE of MERIT 
ISSUED BY ROLLS-ROYCE LTD. 
TO DRIVER MECHANICS OF 
PRIVATELY OWNED ROLLS-ROYCE CARS 


Period __Qupwrk 1929 
to___ Wlowembex 19.55. 
Mileage___109 592 


This ts to certify that from 
intormation received from the 
owner and from pertodical 
inspections made by our 
officials, we are of the opinion 
that the care and attention 
paid by : Driver Mechanic 


Pie ee 

to the six cylinder Rolls-Royce 

caris) Nols)eyx-sox¢s-u. has beer 
dee cass 


for ROLLS;-ROYCE Ltd 


a 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 


PRAECLARUM 


C 
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CARS FOR SALE 
Hg , 


1926 Phantom (7YC) Martin & King long 


wheelbase 7-seater. Yellow & Black. 


Excellent condition. $55,000. G. Brand 
(07)273 1146. 


1926 20 h.p. (GZK21) rebodied by Tony 
Robinson in England with Boat-tail Tourer 
coachwork. Outright winner Queensland 
1986 Concours. Immaculate restoration. 
Old English White. $57,500. Consider 
trade or swap 3-litre Bentley or Rolls- 
Royce Corniche Convertible. (07) 
229 5266(W) 268 4196(H). 


1948 Bentley Mark VI (B60CF) Garnet 
with Fawn pleated upholstery. Excellent 
condition throughout. Class winner 
R.R.O.C. (N.S.W.) 1982 B.D.C. (N.S.W.) 
1983-85-86. New tyres. $22,000 or will 
trade for SI-S2 in similar condition. Barry 
Ashton (02) 680 3549. 


—— gy ama 


1963 Silver Cloud III (SDW93). One 
owner until 1984. 33,213 miles only. Full 
history. Old English White with Beige hide. 
Excellent original condition. $75,000. 
Keith Wherry (02) 817 2992H) 29 7455(W). 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonable 
length is free to those members who do not deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple 
advertisements) 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from 
any person. Photographs should be clear black 
and white or colour prints. Please send a 
duplicate print as return cannot be guaranteed. 


1301 


CARS FOR SALE 


1961 Bentley S2 Saloon (B445DV), 
Pacific Green with dark green side panels 
and cream leather interior. Much recent 
work carried out at York Motors. Reg. No. 
RB-9100. $28,500. Eric Richards (02) 
85 0261(W) 85 0404(H). 


1970 Silver Shadow Drophead coupe 
(DRH 8625) 6.7 litre engine. Qid. delivery 
when new. Metallic gold. Low mileage, as 
new condition. $75,000. G. Brand (07) 
273 5432. 


CARS WANTED 


Silver Ghost. Must be complete and 
running, but no objection to cosmetic 
restoration. Keith Wherry, (02) 29 7455 
(W) 817 2992(H). 


Silver Dawn. John Reynolds (02) 


27 4452(W). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


1913 Silver Ghost radiator and 2 bonnets 
— one louvred, one with shutters. | need 6 
x 21” wheels and a bonnet for 20 h.p. 
GOK74. George Forbes (03) 598 9947 (H) 
690 1455 (W). 


Silver Cloud I/S1 rear window (heated): 
side windows; rear doors without skins; 
roof; door kick plates; rear vanities. 
Jeremy Greene, 309 Riverton Drive, 
Shelley, W.A. 6155. Ph (09) 457 2629. 


Silver Cloud 1/SI front picnic table 
complete with runners, ashtray, etc. 
Possibly fits S2/3 as well. Good condition. 
$130. Joe Quattrocchi (02) 666 5464(W), 
666 6107(H). 


Spanners F51936, E6422; Reproduction 
Headlamp Mounts — _ need _ finishing 
F51527/8a, F50685a. Suit 20 h.p. Cotton 
braided wiring (over plastic insulation) to 
exact R-R colours. Heavy duly 90/36 
(replaces 70/36) $1.20 ft. Red/Black;Blue/ 
White; Red; Black. Medium duty 40/36, 
$0.90 ft., White/Black; Yellow/Black; 
Blue; Green; White; Orange. Light duty 
23/36, $0.80 ft., Yellow. Nigel Scott, 29 
Wood St., Millswood, S.A. 5034, (08) 
271 7259(H) 274 9263(W). 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to 
R.R.O.C. and must accompany advertisement. 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


PARTS WANTED 


6 x 21° wheels and bonnet for 20 h.p. 
GOK74. George Forbes (03) 598 9947 (H) 
690 1455 (W). 


A.T. Speedo for Silver Ghost, or some- 
thing else that will suffice — to complete 
restoration of 25JG. Rear over-rider for 
Bentley Mk. VI (export-type curved bum- 
per). Gerald McKenna, ‘’Annek,’’ W.S.D. 
86, Baynton, Vic. 3444. (054) 23 7254. 


For 1923 Silver Ghost — Hardford shock 
absorbers for rear suspension and any 
tools for same. Richard Knight (03) 
25 6572. 


Tools wanted for 20 h.p.: Box spanners 
F9804, 9810, 9811, 9813, 9840; feeler 
gauge; distributor tools and box D50837a, 
D50881; Michelin jack. Nigel Scott, 29 
Wood St., Millswood, S.A. 5034, (08) 
271 7259(H) 274 9263(W). 


For Silver Cloud |: Two wheel trims; tool 
kit, large and small; washer bottle; vasher 
bottle and motor; original lights; HMV 
Radio knob; rear view mirror (glass only); 
suitable door mirrors; Instruction Book; 


Direction indicator switch. Jeremy 
Greene, 309 Riverton Drive, Shelley, 
W.A., 6155. Ph. (09) 457 2629. 

Cylinder head to suit Silver Dawn 


(SBA120) — one from a Bentley Mk. VI will 
do nicely — in good (or even reasonable!) 
condition. Please help. Kevin Hindle (03) 
861 7059. 


LITERATURE 
WANTED 


PRAECLARUM 1-83. Have available to 
swap — 77-6, 82-2 or 4-86. Gil Ralph, 2 
Baxter Court, Mount Waverley. 3149 
(03) 602 0372(W) 277 4501(H). 


Classified advertisements should be factual 
and truthful. Persons found misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further 
advertising. Those advertisements relating to 
cars for sale must specify chassis number and 
price. All classified ads will be edited and may 
be condensed and may be rejected without 
explanation or discussion. Facts and data for 
each advertisement should be typed or hand- 
written clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to: 


MARTIN BENNETT, ‘““ALLAMBI,’’ YARRA, VIA GOULBURN, N.S.W. 2580 


Deadlines: 


21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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Dealer Advertising 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley distri- 
butors York Motors Pty. Ltd. and 
Kellow Falkiner Pty. Ltd., as well as 
sponsoring this page, effectively 
subsidise PRAECLARUM as a 
whole by taking regular full-page 
advertisements. They have decided, 
by mutual agreement, that their 
advertisements should alternate be- 
tween the inside front cover and the 
inside back cover alongside ‘‘News 
from Crewe.”’ We are indeed for- 
tunate to enjoy such a level of 
support, without which our ability 
as a Club to afford a journal of 
PRAECLARUM's size and quality 
would be severely curtailed. 


1987 Federal Rally 

York Motors are also sponsoring 
and assisting with the organisation 
of this year’s Federal Rally, which 
as you know is being hosted for 
the first time by the A.C.T. Branch. 
Yorks are making available their 
Braddon and Phillip premises for 
Technical Seminars, storage of 
older models, car washing and ser- 
vicing. Rolls-Royce Sales Manager 
Roger Falkner will of course be 
attending the Rally, as will Alan 
Lowe, Paul Lukes and his wife and, 
it is hoped, several other York 
Motors identities. Roger will be 
bringing the latest Silver Spirit and 
making it available to the A.C.T. 
Branch for such purposes as meet- 
ing members arriving by air. How- 
ever, he quipped that the other end 
of the time-scale will be left to Club 
members as he will be unable to 
borrow “The Silver Ghost” from the 
Company this year! 

The Grand Prix Bentley 

Rolls-Royce resorted to extreme 
measures to give the Bentley a 
zippier image, reports Sue Baker 
from a Hungarian race-track. From 
“The Observer,’’ Sunday, 10th 
May, 1987. 

Two tons of motor car dived into 
a tight left-hand bend and hurtled 
through it with a vicious squealing 
of tyres and a distinct hint of tail 
slide. 

The snaking Tarmac disappearing 
under the front wheels was that of a 
racing circuit — the Hungaroring, 
Hungary’s twisty and narrow Grand 
Prix track near Budapest. Yet from 
the driving seat, viewing my own 
white knuckles gripped hard around 
the steering wheel, | felt strangely 
divorced from events. Cocooned in 
the sumptuous leather and walnut 
surrounds of an 80,000 pound 


NEWS FROM CREWE 


Bentley, the action appeared more 
like a replay of a film than reality. 

It was real enough. This was 
Rolls-Royce’s brave method of 
demontrating that the sporty flavour 
of some of its products is undeser- 
vedly overshadowed by a staid 
limousine reputation. 

Letting loose a handful of 
heavy-footed journalists around a 
race track in well over 500,000 
pounds worth of cars may have 
been an extreme way to prove a 
point, but it was certainly an 
effective one. 

A Bentley driven with uncharac- 
teristic aggression is a good deal 
more nimble, able and forgiving a 
car than its bulk, its deeply cushion- 
ed ride and its regal image might 
suggest. 

Four years ago, the almost de- 
funct Bentley marque was resurrect- 
ed in a bid to lure more, and 
younger, buyers into the Rolls- 
Royce fold. Now four out of every 


The York Motors’ Showroom has recently been expanded, allowing more cars to be 


A regular feature sponsored by 
York Motors (Sales) Pty. Ltd. and 
Kellow Falkiner Pty. Ltd. 


ten of the hand-built cars from 
Crewe sold to British buyers are 
Bentleys. Rolls-Royce Motor Cars’ 
41-year-old chief executive Peter 
Ward forsees the time when his 
Bentley customers will outnumber 
the others. The typical Bentley 
buyer is a man in his mid 40s — 
10 years younger than the average 
Rolls-Royce owner. 

Improvements (arguably overdue) 
to all cars have just been announc- 
ed. They include adding fuel injec- 
tion to the engines, an anti-locking 
system to the brakes, and memory 
seats to the interior. 

| can report a flaw in the Turbo 
R's specification. The car's speed 
has overtaken its speedometer. 
Given legal carte blanche by the 
Hungarian authorities to try the big 
Bentley flat-out on a section of 
motorway, | saw it go well ‘off the 
clock’— past 140 miles an hour. 
A higher capacity speedo is on the 
way. 


displayed. This photograph shows two highly desirable Bentleys, spanning fifty years, 
1934 3%2 litre Vanden Plas tourer (B72BN) and in the foreground, a Mulsanne Turbo 


(8TH09274). Photos by Editor. 


A new Bentley Eight in York Motors’ William St., Sydney Showroom. This car has since 


been purchased by Club member Charles Lloyd-Jones. 
hg "7 "ey, 
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SNOMED 


Always a fine selection of pre-owned Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars in stock. 


¥ ‘ e@ 
Kellow-Falkiner 
SOUTH YARRA 
93 Commercial Road, South Yarra, Victoria 3141. 
Telephone (03) 266 2501 


SOLE DISTRIBUTOR FOR ROLITS-ROYCE AND BENTLEY MOTOR CARS EN 
VICTORIA, TASMANIA AND SOUTHERN RIVERINA. 
AUTHORISED JAGUAR, ROVER AND RANGE ROVER DEALER 


LMCT 343. 


R. A. MCDermott & Co. 


SPECIALISTS IN SALES, SERVICE AND THE RESTORATION OF ALL MODEL ROLLS-ROYCE 


AND BENTLEY MOTOR CARS. 
Always a selection of over 25 cars in stock, includin, 


SILVER CLOUD 1! (SAE185) delivered in Melbourne 1962 
and has since travelled 72,000 miles. Mason’s Black with 
Beige hide. Factory air conditioning. Magnificent con- 
dition. $55,000. 

SILVER SHADOW (SRH20752), compliance plated 4/75. 
Circassian Blue with Beige Connolly hide. Full repaint. 
Excellent condition. $55,000. 


SILVER SHADOW II(SRH39932), compliance plated 6/80. 


BENTLEY S1 (B419AP), delivered by York Motors 1976. 
Gold over Sable. Delightful car with much work recently 
done. Air conditioned. $22,500. 


BENTLEY S3 (B152GJ). Built 1964. Midnight Blue with 
Light Blue hide. Two other S3s expected shortly. $45,000. 


BENTLEY T series (SBH1563!. Delivered in Melbourne in 
1967. Presently undergoing restoration to the highest 
standard. $39,500. 


Claret with Beige Connolly hide. 85,000km. $79,000. 


All types of work undertaken on Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, from routine servicing to complete 
restorations, including valeting, spare parts, inspections and reports. Cars always wanted for purchase and 
found for buyers. 


STOP PRESS: R. A. McDermott & Co. have just been appointed exclusive Australian agents for the cele- 
brated Harvey-Bailey handling kits for Silver Shadow, Silver Spirit and Corniche cars. 
Our demonstrator will be available shortly. Enquiries most welcome. 
We are pleased to announce that we have moved to new premises. 
*PHONE (03) 62 3483 
120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 


Items for Restorers and Repairers: 


SILVER SHADOW, BENTLEY T & CORNICHE 
14) 5 [a] 


LMCT 414} 


Standard wheelbase (Set of 4). 


1. DOOR SEAL. Long wheelbase (Set of 4) b. Small chrome retainers (side mould- 14. SCREEN VENT FOAM FILTER. 
2. DOOR SILL TO WINDOW FRAME ing). ; 15. GRILLE SHELL EDGE CHANNEL. 
STRIP. (The small strip on top of door 4 et als retainers: (bonnet 16. PARK LIGHT SEALS. 


sill at chrome window frame). : : 17. O/RIDER BLANK PLUGS 
d. Large chrome retainers (sill). ; : 
3. WINDSCREEN SEAL. 18. BOOT PERIMETER SEAL. 


ee ne ee eae tt TAIL Lam Pans. 
tae 20. OIL FILTERS. Shadow | & I. 
5 REAR WINDOW SEAL. 21. SPIRIT OF ECSTASY MASCOTS. 
6. BUMPER OVERRIDER BASE CHAN- 22. RADIATOR GRILLE SHELLS. 
NEL. ETS 23. BRAKE DISC PADS — Front & Rear. 
7. BRAKE PEDAL PAD. Large rectangular. . i c ’ 24. CALIPER KITS — Front & Rear. 


8. THROTTLING SUCTION VALVE O/H == 19. SHADOW HUB CAP. Plain & Ventilated. 25 DISC DRUMS — Front & Rear. 


ee eal includes piston and 11. SHADOW HUB CAP PAINT RING. 26. TAIL LAMP ASSYS. 
: _ N SEAL 27. PARK LAMPS. 
9. EXTERIOR CHROME TRIM 12. UNDER BONNET 28. RADIATORS. 
RETAINERS. 13. UNDER BONNET STOP RUBBERS for 


a. Female retainers (fits all of below). Bonnet Guides. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS. 2120 
(02) 84 1239, 84 1253, Telex: AA24158 
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